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ANALYSING ARGUMENTS 

 

Making arguments work 

Understanding how arguments can be presented to make the writer’s point is 

important. 

Arguments could be presented in a number of forms including newspaper and 

magazine articles, letters, pamphlets and newsletters. 

Start by thinking about the audience and purpose of the argument you are given, most 

arguments consist of a combination of fact and opinion. One of the first things you 

need to do when analyzing an argument is to understand the different between the 

two. 

o Facts are statements which are true (although some facts can be disputed) 

o Opinions express a point of view, give a judgment on something or convey a 

personal idea. 

There are a variety of features to help present an argument powerfully and effectively. 

Here are some key devices to watch out for: 

� Bias- points made and facts stated are strongly influenced by opinion or 

prejudice so that one view is given, excluding alternative ideas. 

� Emotive language- vocabulary and style are designed to appeal to particular 

emotions or provoke a particular feeling or response in the reader. 

� Rhetorical questions- questions are used for effect rather than requiring an 

answer. 

� Repetition- points or phrases are repeated for effect. 

 

Practise 

Look at the example to understand how the different features have been used (They 

are in difficult colours to help you understand them) 
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WRITING TO ARGUE 

o Approaching the topic

 

 

The key to presenting an effective argument is to decide on the points you will 

make, both facts and opinions, then plan how you will structure and present 

them. Here is what you need to do:

 

 

o Structuring your argument

There are three basic parts to the 

1. Introduction – states the topic and explains your basic point of view

2. The main body – presents your arguments in favour of your point of view; gives 

reasons for your opinion and supports them with facts and evidence.

3. The conclusion – sums up your ideas and reinforces your point of view. Make 

sure your final paragraph is strong and convincing.

You can use the same techniques to write arguments as to anal

by others.              Remember that effecti

� A forceful opening                               

� Effective use of language

� Logical structure                                  

� Clearly-made points

� Supporting evidence

� Other viewpoints   

� A strong conclusion

1
• Think carefully about the topic you have been given

2
• Decide on your point of view 

3

• Write down all the ideas you can think of both 
you have taken

4
• Decide on the points you are going to make 

5
• Arrange your oints in a logical order that develops your ideas effectively 

6

• Think about how you are going to support your ideas 
you will use

7
• Decide how you are going to conclude your argument
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Approaching the topic       

The key to presenting an effective argument is to decide on the points you will 

make, both facts and opinions, then plan how you will structure and present 

them. Here is what you need to do: 

Structuring your argument 

are three basic parts to the structure of an argument. 

states the topic and explains your basic point of view

presents your arguments in favour of your point of view; gives 

reasons for your opinion and supports them with facts and evidence.

sums up your ideas and reinforces your point of view. Make 

sure your final paragraph is strong and convincing. 

You can use the same techniques to write arguments as to analyse arguments written 

Remember that effective written argument requires: 

A forceful opening                                

Effective use of language 

Logical structure                                   

made points 

Supporting evidence 

 

A strong conclusion 

Think carefully about the topic you have been given

Decide on your point of view 

Write down all the ideas you can think of both for and against 

you have taken

Decide on the points you are going to make 

Arrange your oints in a logical order that develops your ideas effectively 

Think about how you are going to support your ideas -
you will use

Decide how you are going to conclude your argument

Remember 

planning is essential to 

success 
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The key to presenting an effective argument is to decide on the points you will 

make, both facts and opinions, then plan how you will structure and present 

 

states the topic and explains your basic point of view 

presents your arguments in favour of your point of view; gives 

reasons for your opinion and supports them with facts and evidence. 

sums up your ideas and reinforces your point of view. Make 

yse arguments written 

 

for and against the view 

Arrange your oints in a logical order that develops your ideas effectively 

what evidence 

Remember – effective 

planning is essential to 
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Here is a mnemonic to help you. When you are trying to argue or persuade you need 

to PERFORM! 

P- Personal address to involve the reader 

E- Emotive language and strong ending 

R – Rhetorical questions and repetition 

F- Facts and formal tone 

O- Opening statement to grab audience’s attention 

M – Markers or connectives to shape your writing 

 

In this type of writing you should…… 

• State your opinions: 

 

 

 

• Link your paragraphs:  

 

 

   

• Present a balance view:  

 

 

 

 

   

• Be polite but convincing:  

 

 

 

 

   

• Give the alternative view: 

o I feel /I think / I consider…. 

o It is my belief that …. 

o It is my considered opinion that … 

o In my opinion… 

o I am convinced that…. 

o Firstly, secondly, in addition… 

o A further consideration must be… 

o Similarly, ……/ also…../ in the same way ….. 

o And… 

o However,… 

o On the other hand… 

o Nevertheless, …… 

o In contrast to … 

o Alternatively…. 

o Although…. 

o Clearly some people will have opposing views, 

but I believe… 

o I understand your objections… 

o I am sure you will agree that …… 

o Some people have said that …. 

o Some /many people believe that… 

o It is widely believed that …… 
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• Discredit the other opinion:  

 

 

 

   

•  Introduce evidence:  

 

 

 

 

o Clearly, this is not true… 

o However, this is not the case… 

o This is simply wrong …… 

o This is misleading 

o It has come to my attention that … 

o A recent survey in the …… found that …… 

o The ……….recently published that …. 


